THE    VENNER    CRIME               Si
" At last I see what you were getting at when you
suggested that Christine Venner might have a sinister
adviser in the background I" Oldland exclaimed.
" You mean that Coleforth may have made away with
Veaner, and put his sister up to spinning that yarn
about his disappearance. How do you suppose he did
it? Was he lying in wait for Venner at the flat on the
i5th?"
" I do not suppose that he did it," Dr. Priestley
replied. " I only envisage the possibility. He may be
conceived to have had a motive, but his opportunity is
another matter.
" There is a curious inconsistency in Venner's state-
ment before he disappeared, as reported by two wit-
nesses. Miss Loveday says that he told her that he was
going out of London, and might not see her for a few
days. Miss Venner says that he told her that he was
going out, and would not be back till late. She also
says that when he left the flat, he took no luggage
with him. These two statements seem to some extent
to be contradictory, which is one reason why I am not
inclined to place too much reliance on Miss Venner's
account of what her brother said to her."
Oldland replenished his glass. " Groping in the dark,
you said!" he muttered. " This is groping in the dark
with a vengeance. There doesn't seem to be a single
fact that one can lay hold of, knowing it to be a fact.
But, look here, Priestley, I think I see a way in which
your two statements could be reconciled, without putting
Coleforth out of the picture. Am I permitted a com-
ment?"
Dr. Priestley smiled. " Your comments are almost
invariably shrewd/' he replied.
lc Thanks for the compliment. I'm going to abandon
my own theory for the moment, and adopt yours. Ven-
ner finds it necessary to leave London, for business